SEV 55. 
\ 


os 

"BY 
& 3 8 
7 $5200 


WET-Y - 
' 'y þ.& 25 A 
Y [5 : . , FFE _-. 


THE GA TEHOVSE AT VVEST- 
minſter the 30, day of Iuly 1620. Inthe pre« 
ſence of many worſhipfull perſons, by John 

| Ha ding,latc Prieft and Dominican Fryar. 


Whercin he hath declared his iuſt motiues which haue mo- 
wed him to leane the Church of Rome, and townite himſelfe 
with the reformed Church of Exgland, whoſe faith and 
doQtine,the ancient fathers and holy Mar- 
t1r:hane confirmed both by blondaud 
writing. 


Shewing herein the groſe errors of Rowe, in matters of faith, 
their corrupling the F atbers, and their pref, ens declining 


to ſome ſtrange and future: 
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HONORABLE SIR ROBERT 
Nanton,Knight, chiefe Secretary to his Mas 
zeſtios ſtate. and one of his Maieſties 
moſt: Honorable P;iuig 
Councell, 


© = | hath recoucred his former health againe, #s 
F | bound :n 4 double Obligation : The one i 
" to bee gratefull to the Perſon by wheſe 
R > 7-1 | meenes he recouertd his health: The other ts 
: IE =H' 10 m/e all meancs poſrible, that thoſe which 
be ſick of the l:ke diſeaſe, may by bs recouery be the better: Ac- 
cording tothat of our Sauior jEttu couerſus confirmafratres 
tuos: And therefore right Honourable,although it be ſomewhat 
beſides cuftome to make Dedications of primed Sermons; yet 
7 is my Cuty to offer 18 your Honour the firſt fruits of my con- 
uerſion : Nour Honor being next and immediately under God 
the chiefe worker thereof .The which as it s a gretaer benefite 
then any worldly thing can afford me, ſo doth it require a fuller 
acknowledgement then as yet, 1 could at any time manitelt : 
howſoener 1 haue moſt earneſtly deſiredit. 1n which reſpeRt be- 
ing ouer intreated by ſome of myfriends to publiſh this Sermon 
of my Recantation, 4udto ſet — the open view of —_ 
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SEE that hath paſſed a dangerows{ickneſſeand 
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iuſt ceaſons,494 ſolid grounds thet monrd mee thereunto. 1 
haus m4: bold topaſe it vader your Ho10urs wame, hoping by + | 
aur form:r encourazem?nts, of your lowing acceptance, 4nd | 
algeit they bt but my firſt Aſliyes in thikind , and therefore 
my chance to ſeem: but harſh,yet becaufe my deſire is ouly to ſet 
wth Gods m:rcy towards m? : your Honors louiny kizdne(Je 
ſhew2dto me, Andto [top the mouthes of ſom: malicious Papiſts 
that rayle againſt m2, I truſt that your Honour will accept of this 
my weake endeaugur as a token of my thankefull mind , which 
1 in dll duty recomm:ndvnto your Honours fauour, and your 
ſelte and yoursn your aftaires onto the mercy,and bliſſe of the 
bleſſed Trinity, wha ener ſo aſs/ift your Honor in all your 
o—_w that hg OPIN boyles and troubles, your 
Qnor mi YEeceame Ebat ba rowne loy Qua Fa a 
raiſcit Deus diigemibus i. Ig regee: 
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Your Honors ever in Chriſt Ieſus 


. 10m Harding, 
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| ' Pſal. 119. verſe 71. 7 Es 
1t 19004 for me that 1 hane beene introuble, for thereby I have 
learned thy Statutes. 


EO S& Ec a grane Phyleſopher , writing vato pe clonentis; | 
To Oy pomp, naſtiog of lin an enciend Ro- <Nernes, 
[4 Wa D ”43z,and publike Rebell, hee vicththelſe 
RI AYER words: Periti medicivbiblanda medela non 
SSI) /Nad precedat tentant contrarium; It is the vic of 
« = g7 mw Phyſicians that when a gentle Meas- 
cine doth take no place,they preſently apply a ſharper ſalze, 
and more bitter corr«/i#e: The like courſe taketh Almighty 
God with thoſe thatbee repugnant vnto his holy will and re- 
bellious againſthis knowne truth, when faire meanes and 
Jouing kindnes cannot preuaile,then goeth he no allicien- 
do ſed compellenao, not by alluring or enticing, them bur by 
compelling and cnfoxcing them , a# quod non poſit per dife 
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ceptatione ſaitem poſs1t per wine, that thoſe whom hee cannot 
win by loning exhortations he will bring them home byex. 
grew ities: For as 1ſocrates an ancient Grecian ſaith , «=vivore 
wiiara , affiitions are our inftrutions, and extremitie is 
Gods opportunity. The prodigal child would not returne vn- 
his father vncill extremity compelled him, Afaraſſes liuing 
in his pompe and pleaſure in Jeruſalem,planted groues,and 
ſer vp Idols againſt God and godlineſle, but being in priſon 
in B:b//on,and chained in a dungeon the Scr/Pture ſaith,that 
he did turne his heart vnto the Lord his God and beſoughr 
him earneſily : therefore ſaith Salomon to all things,there is 
an appointed rime,and a time for euery purpoſe vnder the 
heauEs:God hath his time tv afflid? vs,that we may themore 
carneſtly ſeeke after him mmwltiplicate ſunt infirmitates,coruns 
poſtea accleranerme: as our Sauiour faith, /ecke and you ſhall 
fnd? But how muſt we ſeek? itis ſaid we muſt ſeeke him by 
Praycr. Inwoca me in ate 8ribulationis & ego exaudiam te,call 
vpon me in the time oftrouble,and I will heare thee. 

The Prophet Dauid being much afflicted in many of his 
P/a/mes,doth often cail vpon the Lora,as inthe 120, P/alme 
ad Domimum cum tribularer clamant : when I was in trouble 
I cal'ed vpponthe Lord,and 1 the 230. P{alme, de proſun- 
aus clamauti ad te domint, domine exands vorem mean, out of 
the deepe of my heart haue Icalled vato thee O Lord, O 
Lord heare my prayer:{o that as proſperity doth cauſe many 
ro forget Gea,and to neglect their duties rowards him: fo 
doth aduerſity call them home againe,and makes them more 
carctullro leeke after him and rowalke more warily in his 
wayes. Andtherefore, the Prophet Dawid in another place 
ofthis 7/alme ſaith, Before 1 was in trouble 1 went wrorg but 
now haue 1 learxed to keepe thy lames, and to concludeth in 
the ſeuenth verſe ſaying;bon# eft mibi quia bumili aſti me,it is 
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good formethatI have beene in rouble, The like may I 
' * ſayatthis me right worſ,;rfull and my loving auditors, it 
was good for mee that I naue beene in ?ronble, for before I 
was in irouble albcitl hada zeale to ſerue the Zord,yerl had 
not the true way and meares to ſerue him as he. ought to be 
ſerued : hauing liued as long time from the truth as from 
my country and friends, being from my firſt arrivall into 
this Laud,deteynedin pry/oy, ſequeſtred from all conuerſa- 
tion and ſociety. In this my afflictzon and long miſery I pray- 
e4 both inſtantly and feruently to the Almighty that hee 
would vouhclafe to open mine eyes, en/i7hten my darkenes, 
_ andincline my heart vnto his 1e/tmonies, that I might ſerue - 
him in holineſſe and righteouſneſſe all the dayes of my life, tor. 
in him only, and for him only, I deſired to line and aye, retol- 
uing my /elfe that whatſocuer ſhall bee fall ze in this /ife, I 
willefteemeitall happrixeſ/e, for the peace ofronſcience and - 
the glory of Gods moſt holy name. 
As I wasthus communing with my /ou/e,there came in- 
co my ind that worthy precepr of S*. 7ohn when he laith, 
Truſt not euery Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they bee of 
Sod or n0 : Likewiſe I did much ruminate and ponder with 
my ſe/fe,the place of the Prophet E/ay,where he ſaithzto rhe 
Law and the Teflimeny l{ they ſpeake not according to this 
Word,1t i becauſe there i 20 light inthem.\Whencel did 
gather,that all Seru/ces and Doctrines of Religzdnarenot ac- 
| ceptoble before Gd: For Faith commeth by hearing and 
| hearing of the word of Goa: fo that if they ſpeake not accor- 
ding to this word it is rather faxcy, then faith , humane !ra- 
ations, then Gods inſtitntions, and conſequently condem- 
| þ ned by our Sauionr inthe 15. of Mathew, where he expreſly 
' reprooued the Commandements and traditions of men. And 


S5, Paul reieReth as Baſtard (lippes all, voluntary n__ 
| what 
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what apparance or outward ſhew of aevor/on ſocuer they | 
beare. | 

By which and other like places, I was moued to examine 
my profe/5t0u whether it were of Gods inftitution,and eſpe- 
ciall command ſpecitied to vs, or whether God were the ay- 
ther of thoſe Seruices andCeremonie: which now beare great 
ſway in the Church of Rome :and after due examination I 
found out for certaine that many points of the Relieton, 
now embraced by the Romazi/?sare not to be found within 
the volume of Gods Word. YVhen I conſidered this,and 
pcrceiued the weakenes ofthe grounds that muſt warrant 
our /cu/es, it gave me occaſion to forſake my communion 
with the Church of Rome, in whoſe boſome I haue beene 
long detayned: of whom I may iuſtly complaine as the Pro- 
phet Jeremy did of the falls reachersin his dayes, they haue 
rcieRed the YVord of the Lerdgand what wiſedome is then 
inthem. 

Likewiſc I often buſied my ſelfe in reading of Books,trea- 
ting of Relzg70n, & ſuchas handled matters now in contro- 
uerfjc: asthe 4pollogy of the moſt reverent Father and lear- 
nedScholler 1c Jewell, Biſhop of Sariſbary,written againſt 
a friend and neere Kiſeman of mine DoQer Harding; toge- 
ther with anothcrno lefle reverent thenlearned , Marci 
\ Atoninus ae dominis Archbiſhop of Spalato, whom after I 

had well peruſed, Ifound ſuch comfort in my conſcience 
aud fuch follid doctrine for my ſoxle, that] made nodoube 
to ſay with the Prophet Dania, a deminofattum eſt hoc this is 
the Lords doing. Now the Sunne is vp, and the Clouds of 
ignorance are gone,thetruth ſhineth,and the King@cme of 
Heauen is at hand,therfore I may ſay with my Text, bonum 
eff mibi quia humiliaſti me. It is good for mee thatl was in 
erouble,tor thereby I haue learned thy Statutes, But wha 
' AC 
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are theſe Srarpres? they are the Word of God, contayned 
in the Law and the Prophets :. which are the rule of our 
Life,and the ſquare of our Faith, and the very Oracle of Al- 
mighty God,trom Heauen toreucale his z2{/ vnto vs, for 
certaine it is that Chriſt came not todeſtroy the Law, but 
tofulfll it; hee (warued not from the Law and the Pro- 
phets, neither did the Apoſtles reach any thing vpon their 
owne will and'diſcretion, but theDoatine which they re- 
cciued of Chriſt, they faithfully delivered ir vnto the peo- 
ple,and Nations.: . | Thad © OLED, £2411 
And:this they preached at chefift in vivawoce:, thatis , 

in aliuvely Voyce, aud afterward deliuered it vnto vs in wri- 

ting, to be the foundation and Pillar ofour Faith, Quz hos 
credit {ſaith Tertulliap) nivil habet.quedrultra eredat: Hethat 
belccueth this, bath no. Obligation tobelecue any thing 
elſe: and this is that which weought to beleeue without et - 
ther adding or diminiſhing, 

I would now demand ofthe Pope and his Papalins, in 
what Goſpell,in what Apoſtle, in what Prophet or Enangelift, 
or Book of Moſes,tliey find either Pope or his ſupremacy? 
where are his Pardons? where ishis Maſe? where Images? 
rogether with many other his Fopperies, which now they 
hold to be very precious. VVe reade inthe 20. of Exodue, 
that almighty God doth expreſly forbidthe making of any 
Jmage,to repreſent rhePerion of Almighty God, or to do 
any (eruice and obeyſance to any Pidure,or repreſentation 
ofthe creatarg: for firſt God isa Spirit inviſible, incom- 
prehenfible,andEcernall, and therefore hee cannat befig- 
nified by any Image or creature, which is both corporall 
and momentary, and therefore God in his ſecond Com- 
mandement forbiddeth all ſeruice done vnto Images: but 
contrary vnto this the Ms Rome doth — 
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ow not only the making of Images » bur alſo doth 


command the ſcruing and worſhipping ofthem, as by 
incenfing them, in lighting of Candles vnto them , by 


\ kneeling before them, and by yeclding vp their offrings, 


ind deuotions vntothem, 

All which can bee nolefle then grofle Idolatry : for al- 
beit,they do not worſhip their Images,as ſtocks and tones, 
but as they repreſent cither God or ſome Saint: Solike- 
wiſe did not the //ralits,worſhip their golden Calte;as the 
true God,but they did worſhip the true God in the Calfe, . 
and yet notwithſtanding, the Text ſaith,that they did com- 
mit Idolatry,and many of them were ſeverely puniſhed for 
the ſame, Exod. 32. ſo that the Idolatry of the Church of 
Rome is as groſle as that of the1/7alztes, What can bee more 
iniurious vnto God then tohopefor helpe of him, and yer 
notwithſtanding to pray vntoalenceleſſe ſtock? The faith 
of the Patriarkes and Prophets, & righteous Fathers from 
the beginning of the world, was the fame as ours is, and 
ought to be, as the Apoſtle ſaith, tharthey were all bapti- 
zed in thered Sca, and did eate the ſame fpirituall meate, 
and Ccr.nke the ſame ſpirituall drinke, as wee doe now : But 
was Abraham, t/aack, or Jaacob, Papiſts? did they fall downe 
before ſtocks and ſtones? before Idols or Images to pray 
or offer vnto them?did they go on pilgrimage one to ano- 
chers Relikes to doc deuotion vnto them? there is neithes 
ſhew nor ſhadow of theſe things tn the Word of God. 

Chry/eſtome ſaith,that Chriſt, nes diſceſsit a lege neque 4 
Prophets : but none of all this is to bee found in the 
Law or the Prophets, theretore-in no, wiſe to bee ad- 
wited. 

As touching the diſtintion which they vſe betwixt 
Dalctara and Latreiam , aflirming thatthey giug to Saints 
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onely Du.ciams; thatis, akind of Religious Seruice , and 
that they giue Lefrreiamvno Almighty God, intimating 


thereby thatthey both worſhip God and ſerue their Ima-. 


ges: Our Saviour confoundeth them in the q, of Xathew 
ſaying as is written, Thon ſbalt worſhip the Lord thy God and 
him only ſhalt thos ſerue. qo 

And Saint Pas! perſwadeth the Corinthians to turne 
from Idols and Images, and to ſerue the cuerliving God, 
where hee doth vie the word Da1zea, for the Service of the 
erue God, ſhewing heereby the oppoſition that is beewixt 
the one and the oiher,that he that ſerueth Images, cannoe 
in any wiſe ſerue the Almighty God:yea God himſelf ſpea- 
keth it plainely, in his firſt Commandement, to worſhip 


— 


cf [eruehim,only,neither will he give his Honour to any 


other. 


In the firſt precept God condemneth all falſe Gods, 'in 
the ſecond all falſe worſhiping, ofthe trueGod, as making 
of Images vnto God,or yeclding vnto the Image any part 
ofdeuotion which belongeth vnto the Lord. Foritis not e- 
nough to know the true God, and to acknowledge him a- 
lone to be worſhipped,according tothe firſt Commande- 
ment, & yetbreakethe 2. by worſhipping him amiſſe: As 
in ſetting vp of Images,and bowing and kneeling vnto thE: 
for as the Almighty God ſaithin the 27. of Deat.verſe x5 
Curſed be the way that ſhall make any carued or molten Image, 

or it is abomination Unto the Lordgthey that make them are 
like unto them, and ſo are all they that put their truft in 
them, For as Nadab and 4bihs, the fonnes of Aaron 
by offring of ſtrange fire before the Lord, became 
lyable ro his wrath and malediRio for their preſump- 
tion: ſo the Papits that doe adde firange doctrines 
and new invented nn to the Word of God ; 
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2nd (cruice of the Lord do incurre his hezuy wrath & con- 
tinvall diſpleaſure. Andtherfore we are willed by the ho] 
Ghoſt to flye fromthem and their abhominations , lea 
we be partakersol their ſinne, cad ſo hkewiſe of cheir pu- 
niſhment, | 

The 2. Motinethat moued me to Jcaue the Papsfts,is,be- 
cauſe they do as it were hood-winke the people in their re- 
ligion,giuing a Serwice ina language they vnderſtand nor, 
amazing them with many outward Ornaments, and huge 
heapes of Ceremontes, calling /gnorance the the Mother of 
Deuotion, and /mages Layemens Books. But we reade in 
the Councell of Telledo in Sparne, that Jgnorantia eff mater 
emuum errorum,| gnorance is the mother of Deuotion, hy 


rather of A4thez/me,and the rooteofall errour.VVhar ſh 


it auaile Moſes to ſpeake in Hehrew to a man of 4frica,who 
vnderfiands no Hebrew, and what may it auaile the people 
cf other countries to heare their common Service in a 
ronguethey vnderſtand nor:for albeit they heare with their 
cares, they vnderſtand not with their hearts, they arenor 
much betcerthen-Birds and Parrats which babble mnch, 
and vnderſtand nothing : Therefore in the primatiue 
Church; when Faith was then inlearning,the prayers & 0- 
ther Seruice was ſet fourth in a common tongue, knowne 
vnto the people that they might vnderftand what they did 

profeſle, and to beablero giue arcaſon oftheir faith. 
When Almighty God appointed ©2/7ſes to open the 
Law forthedireRion of his Church, hedecreed it as an c- 
uerlaſting duty to all hispeople, tharthebooke of the Law 
ſhold notdepart out of theirniouthes,but that theyſhould 
meditatetherein-day and night; co obferue and doe accor- 
ding to all thatis wrixter: But how ſhould they mediate 
in theuuil they bevnknown to themaand how fhould tticy 
PO EI OD OY” "Jay : 
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know the if they be in a tongue they vnderſtand not? is not 
this the curſe which God by his Prophet denounceth ſay« 
ing, wil (peak onto this people in another languages by ſtriige 
lips,ſo as they ſhal net onderſtand me : who would not jult- 
Iy ſuſpe& ſuch achurch,yea & codemn ir, whe co maintain 
and continue their errour, they will haue none of the peo- 
ple cicher ro ſearch the Scriptures, or to vnderſtand their 
common Service that they heare dayly ? Thus the filly Pa- 
paliys areled like blinde men they know not whether, and 
with her fides implicita that is,to belecue in groſle(tfor their 
part) they know not what are lamentably ſeduced. The 
people go to ſee Maſſe,butnot ro vnderſtand it ; and oft- 
times the Pciefſt himſelfe vnderſtands not what he ſaith,and 
this is done fora double end,the oneis that the people may 


be kept ſtill in Ignorance, and the other is,that it may beea . 


marke of the Popes dominion, in that they ve his language 
in their deuine Seruice, and ſo might bee thought to hold 
their Religion from the Popes Chaire, euen as the Spaniard 
conſireyneth the /nd/ansto fpeake Spaniſh, the better to re- 
duce them vnder his Dominion. But the Prophet Dauid 
ſaith Pſal.$8 6. Dominus narauit in Scripturis populorii, God 
hath opened and declared his wayes and will in the Scrip- 
rures: but in whoſe Scriptures? Hieromvpon this place an- 
ſwereth thus.the Scriptures of the people, ſo called, becauſe 


they be read vnto the people, thatis toſay,thatall may vn - 


derſtand.becauſe the Princes of Chriſt which were the A- 
poſtles and Euangeliſts did not write them for afew.bur for 
the whole people, not that afew,burthacall ſhould vnder- 
ſtand. | | 

Saint Paw writ long Epiſtles to the Corimthians, Ephe/;- 
ans, and Philippians, in his owne language, that allmight 


reade anÞvngerRand what hee wrote vato them :- Vhy - 
{75 | nw then-:: 
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then may not others reade the ſame Epiſtles in their own 
language as the Corinthians and Epheſians did in theirs, Se, 
Hierome,in an Epiſtle to Leta,writeth thus, Let thy dangh- 
tec loue diuine and heavenly Bookes inſtcad of filkes and 
precious Stones, let her Jearne of the Pſalmes to deſpiſe 
earthly things,let the Proverbs of Sa/omon teach her toliug 
vertuovſly, let the Fecleſzaftes accuſtome her to renounce 
worldly vanity, let /ob reach her patience, tether take the 
Goſpell of Chriſt into her hands , &letit not depart from 
hes, let her diligently ſtudy the Acts and Epiſtles of the 
Apoſlles. « | 

And when ſhee hath enriched the Cloſſet of herheart 
with ſuch riches,then let her learne the doctrine of the Pro- 
phets,and the bookes of Xoſes. This was the praQtice and 
vie of the Church in Saint Hieromes time, and long after 
-_ as may appcare by Saint Gregory, in his Faſto- 
Tal S. 

It the reading of the Scriptures may bee forbidden 
becauſe ſome abuſe them; in the vſing then allo may the 
Sacraments be forbidden, becauſe they are ſometimes abu- 
{cd in the receiuing, which to doe were a thing much difſo- 
nant to Gods will & pernicious vnto his Chuich:and ther- 
fore the propoſing their ſeruice in a ſtrange language, and 
forvidding the people the reading of the Scriptures,is al- 
together againſt Gods word & the ancient cuſtome of the 
Primatiue Church,and ſo by conſequence 1s nor to be fol- 
lowed by any of the children ofthe Church of Ieſus Chriſt, 

A third reaſon that moued me to follow this pious re- 
ſolution was,that they hold againſt all Scripture, and au- 
thenticall reaſonPurgatory,thatis, a purging fire after this 
life toclenſe our fins. Againſt this opinion of the Papifts 
our Sauiour himſeltc inthe 16, of Saint Zuke doth much 

con- 
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confute,wherehe maketh mention only of 2. places;name- 
ly, Heauen and Hell : ſaying, that the rich mans ſoule pre- 
ſently after death went to Hell and there was tormented; 
and £4z4r15 ſoule, at his death,was carried by the Angels 
into .4brahems boſome, a place of ioy and comfort. For as 
Saint Ciprian faith againſt Demetrian , that after this life 
there is no place of Repentance, there is no fatisfaftion 
more to be made, life is heere either loſt or won by the due 
worſhipping of God, and the fruics of faich 5 So the ſame 
Author ſaith jo the ſame Treatiſe, that it a man inthe de- 
parting hence doth ſincerely acknowledge his ſinnes,and 
truly imbrace Gods Word, thus confeſſing, and thus bc- 
leeving, he hath free pardon and forgiueneſle granted him 
of all his finnes, by Gods goodneſle and free mercy, and 
at that very inſtant paſſeth to immortality: Euenin the laſk 
moment of his life God refuſeth not Repewtanee, and whats 
foeuer is truely done,is not to late done, 

And Saint Ambroſe in his Booke De bono Mortrs ſaith, 
that he that in this life reeciueth not remiſſion of his finnes, 
ſhall nor haue remiſſion in the world to come. 

Now if their ſinnes be forgiuen in this world, likewiſe: 
the puniſhment due to the ſame is alſo forgiuen in this 
world, and ſo there can remaine no Purgatoris to tor « 
ment them in the next life. Bur certaine it is, that the: 
bloud of Chriſt doth clenſe vs from all our finnes, as Saint 
los ſ8ith, and is the onely Purgatory , that a Chriſti- 
an man ſhould hold,which doth ecliver his people as well 
from the puniſhment dueto fins, as fromthe finneirlelte; 
tor as the Prophei Efay ſaich, our puniſhment was laid vp- 
on him, and with his ſtripes wee are healed, Saint 4u- 
g4ft. in his Sermon De tempore 252. ſaith,thereare but 2. 
places, hee that reigneth not with Chriſti ar wo 
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hence ſhall periſh with the Diueil without end, ſothat in 
what fare the laſt day of our life ſhall find vs, in the ſame 
{tare the laſt day of our life ſhall iudge vs. | 
Now if this be true, as moſt true it is, then the propitia- 
tory Maſſe ſo much eſteemed in the Romi/h leruice, is but a 
forgery: For firſt it cannot be propitiatory for the dead:for 
i the Tree falleth ſort lyeth, and as man is found in his de- 
parting,ſogoeth he to Hell orto Heaven. A third place is 
not mentioned, now it any be in Heauen , Waſ/es cannot 
auaile them for they enioyall blifſe poſſibly already, if they 
be in Hell,we read, ab znferyo non ft redemptio, out of Hell 
there is no redemption, for as the Prophet Dawdlaith, 4 
man can by no means redeeme his brother, he cannot pay hs rax- 
ſome to Goa, ſo precious u the redemption of ſowes , and the 
contfuuance for ener. 

Ando it is cleare, that for the dead it cannot be propi- 
tiatory, and as for theliving it cannot benefite them, for 
then were it derogatory tothe Paſſion of Chriſt once offe- 
red forall vponthe Croflc: whoſe Oblation was abſolute 
and perfect as Saint Paw in the 5.to the Hebrewes 6.7.ſpea- 
keth,and therefore needeth not C14//e,or any thing elle to 
helpe it, yeait were grofſe and damnable to ſuppoſe any 
nyperteRion in that Sacrifice «nd Oblation of our Saviour 
once offced on the Crofle.ſeeing that God the Father twiſe 
ſpake from Heauen with a loud voyce,ſaying ihis # my belo. 
ved Sonne in whom 1 am well pleaſed. 

The fourth Reaſon, that moved mee to renounce my 
former profeſſion with the Remmeniſtsis that,they quite con- 
trary to the words of our Sawzenur and the whole vie of the 
ancient Chriſtans abuſe the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 
per, partly by adding,and partly by diminiſhing , from the 


fame, when our Saujour ſpake theſe words , hoc eff corpus = 


Meum, 
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| meum: This is my Body, hee expounded himſelfe pre- 


ſently (aying,itis the Sp#77t rhat giueth lifethe Fleſh pro- 
fireth nothing.Theſe words are (poken ſpiritually,there- 
fore you mult vnderſtand them ſpiritually, Saint 4uge- 
ftine in his Commentaries vpon the 98. P/alme faith , 

ou ſhall noteate this Body that you ſee, neither ſhall 
you drinke that Bloud which vpon the Crofle was once 
ſhed-for ourSauior recommended vnto vs aSacrament 
(to wit) that which youſee on the Table is Bread, and 
that which you ſce in the Cup is wine, but touching that 


wherein your faith is to be infiructed, is the Body and 


Bloud of Chriſt For as Baptiſme doth change a man ac- 
cording to grace, yet notwithſtanding he remaines the 
ſelfeſame man according to viſible meaſure as he did be- 
fore, but inuiſibly by grace is made another man; out- 


_ wardly nothing is added , but inwardly all is changed: 


So in the bleſſedSacrament,outwardly nothing is chan- 
ged,but there remainerh true Bread and trueVVine,but 
inwardly by faith,we apprehend the Body and Bloud of 
Chrift. 

But theſe words which our Sauiour ſpake figuratively, 
che Papifts expounds them literally, and thereby they 
cauſe the people to commit Idolatry,by adoring Bread 
as God: for they hold that after the words of Conſecra- 
tion,thereremaineth no longer Bread nor VVine, bur 
there is really and Tranſubſtantially the Body and 
Bloud of Chriſt. But Saint Petey ſaith,that the Heauens 
muſt containe the Body of Chriſt vntill the end of the 
World. | 
 NowifChriſts Body bee in Heauen, then it cannor 
bee in the Earth at once, and the ſame time: for as 

C Saint 
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Saint {#2 uſtine,Tractatu 3.4n lohannem.Corpus Domini jy 
gao reſurrexit , uno tantuminlocs eſſe poteſt, It they lay 
that it is done by miracle inthe Sacrament, then it 
ſhould be viſivle,to the outwardeye and fences. When 
Chriſt turned water into VVine, it was viſible Wine, 
When Moſes Rod was turned into a Serpent, it was a 
vicible Serpent, and foifthe Bread be turned into the 
Body, and the Vine. intothe Bloud ot Chriſt, ic muſk 
alſo be a viſible body. 

Bur if they expound theſe words of our Sauiour, hog 
eft corpus meum literally, to belong vnto all, why ſhould 
they not alloexpound the words following literally, 
that when he tooke the Cup, he. ſaid, This & rwy blogd, 
ſhould beappertayning to all aſwel as the Bread.In the 
oldLawCircumcifion was called theLordsCouvenantr, 
when it was notthe Couenant but a Signe thereof:For 
the Couenant was this to Abrahans : Ezo ero Deus turns 
& Deus ſemins twi. 

Likewiſe the Paſcall Zambe was called the Pa/eoner 
of the Lord,when it was but the ſigne of the Paſleouer, 
as paſſing ouer the red Sea, fo thatit may ſtand with 
c:o0d Reaſon,that Chriſt called the Bread his Body, as 
hec called the Palcall Lambe his Paſſeoucr , and yet 
was but a figne thereof, ſo the Bread is called his Bo- 
dy, and is but a figne or remembrance of the ſame: 
and therefore itis called a Sacrament becauſe that in ir 
one thing is ſeene, and another thing vaderſtood thar- 
which is [cene 15 Bread, and Wine, and hath a viſt 
ble apparance or forme, but that which is vnderſtood 
hath a ſpirituall vſc and profit, 


Sonar the thing which fignificth, is oft-times called 
=» 


—_— 
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by che name of the thing which it fignifieth, as Saint Paul 
calleth the Rocke Chriſt , yet it was not Chriſt by ſub- 
fiance, but by fignification; cuen fo our Saviour ſaid, Thes 
is my Body, when he gauc Bread the ſigue of his Body, and 
the Apoſile faid, the Rock was Chiiſt, for thatthe Rocke 
which they ſpake of ſignified Chriſt. The Goſpeli Ntandeth 
not in the words of the Scripture but inthe meaning, 
Therefore Saint Panlſaith,that the Communicant doth 
cate Bread after Conſecration; for it the Bread were whos 
ly and truly Tranſubſtantiared into the Body of Chriſt, 
hence it fojloweth that every one that doth receiue the ſa- 
crament doth alſo cate the Body of Chriſt , and conſe- 
quently cannot bedamned. For our Sautour faith, Fe that 
eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blond hath eternall life: & 
ſo by this rule the wicked ſhall be ſaucd as well as the god- 
ly.Moreouer if Chriſt be preſent according to his humane 
Nature,then is it no Sacrament : for euery Sacrament is a 
ſigne,& inants eff [ani viſus wb: res ipſa preſens eſtghe ligne 
is to no effec, where the thing it elfe is preſent, Anditisto 
be noted likewiſe,thatthe ſigne muſt haue ſome Analogie 


with the thing that it ſigvifieth : Now the thing ſignified is - 


the Body and Bloud of Chriſt, which is true meate & true 
drinke,as our Sauiour himſelfe witnefſeth,in S*.7oþns Gofe 
pell,but the ſpecies or accidents of Bread and Wine are not 


true meate,nor true drinke, 8& by that meanes cannot giue _ 


any fic proportion with the thing ſignified by them, Fur- 
ther it is an Axiome in Phyloſophy, that accidentis eſſe eff 
fu e//e,cthat the being ofan accident is tobe in ſome ſubiet. 
But theſe accidents as colour,ſauour and roundnefle, they 
cannot bee in any ſubic& and ſo by conſequence they can- 


not cxilt in che $acrament, Ps 
C 2 For 
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glorified-but the accidents are fubie@ to corruption ; and 
therfore they muſt either exiſt without a ſubie& , which 
is contrary to Phyloſopby, or elſe to bee ſeated in the Body 
of Chriſt which is now glorified, and this is impoſſible. Ie 
isfurther to be noted that the Church of Rowe doth muti- 
Jatc and curcall this Sacrament , for they take the bloud of 
our Saviour (which is our redemption) from the lay-peo- 
ple z yet certainc itjis that our Saviour did inſtitute this Sa- 
crament vnder both kinds,and as he ſaid to all, take & eate, 
thisis my Body: So did he likewiſe { peake vnto all, when 
hedcliueredthe Cnp;, ſaying , arinke ye all of this? and Saint 
Paul writing to the Corinthians ſayth, 45 often as ye cate of 
this Bread,and drinke of this Cup,ye ſhew forth the Lords death 
-ontill he come 
For as Alexawdey of Hailes ſaith, whole Chriſt is not con- 
reyned vnder each kind but the Fleſh only vnder the forme 
of Bread, and the Bloud vnder the forme of Wine. And 
heerevpon Gels/iu5, Pope, made a Decree that they ſhould 
either -recciue the whole vnder both kinds, or receiue 
none at all vnder any kinde : For there can bee 
nodeuiſion ofthis one Sacrament and high miſtery, with- 
out great Sacriledge; lo that by their owne Doctors it is e- 
uident that they commit great 'Sacriledge in deuiding 
this Sacrament,and do much abuſe the people of God in 
deceiving them of the precious Bloud of our Sauiour. 
The 5. Motive which mooued mee to perſiſt in this my 
enterpriſe,is,that the Pope challengeth authority vnto him- 
ſelte ro forgiue ſinnes, and thereupon ſendeth forth his 
Bulls,Pardons, and Indulgences, pardoning whom he lit, 
and as he liſt, asif he were God himfelfe, baving abſolute 
power 
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power to do what he lift, inſfomuch as Traytors and Rebels 
againſt God and their Jawfull Prince, hee will not only par- 
don without exception, but he will enable them in their 
damnable courſes,to the ouerthrowing of themſclues and 
their Princes. What the Religion of Romeis, it may eaſily 
appeare bythis, that a man may haue for money a Lz- 
cexce, or diſpenſation for any ſinne, a Popes pardon is ſufh- 


cient for all: but towhatend ſervech pardons , whenas 
there is no Purgatoric ? for neitherthe ancient Fathers 


make mention of it, and the Grecians'vntill this day be- 
leeueit not. Silneſter Prierias in his Booke againſt Znther, 
ſaith, that Pardons are not knowne vnto vs by any autho- 
rity of the Scriptures,but by authorie of the Pope, which 
is greaterthen the authority of the Scriptures : Yox boys 
nor homing, It is the voice or ſaying of ſome Beaſt, and not 
of any Chriſtian man. | 

Certaine Iam that the Pope cannot iuſtifie an vnrigh- 
tcous man whom God abhorreth, neither can he condemn 
the faithfull who God doth much tender and fauour : ther- 
fore his Pardons are rather pernitious then any whit com- 
modious to the perſons that buy them , bearing them in 
peace and ſecurity, when indeede they arein much perill 
and miſery. | 

VVhere doe they find that the Pope hath any ſuperjori- 
ty ouer Kings, Princes, or Emperours ; that hee hath 
any authority to depoſe them from:itheir Crownes , and 
dignities, and to abſolue rheir ſubiets from their Oath 
and Allegeance which they haue fworne vnto their Prin- 
ces: That vpon his Excommunication it is lawfull for 
them to rebell againſt them,and ſo praiſe all Hoſtility to 
depofe them? 


G ? There- | 
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There is not one word ſentence or place out of the Scrip- 
ture to prouc itz no preceptor cx2mple of antiquity to 
warrant it, and yer they commend it for achtefe point and 
ground ot Catholike and Chriſtian faith, 
© By what right doth he claime this fupreme atnhority: if 
he clay meit as aſvcceſſor of St, Pezer, it is impoſſible, for 
that Saint Peter neuer had any ſuchTitle or preeminence 0- 
ver the reſt of the Apoliles. 

Itis true that Chriſt ſaid to Peter, T howart Peler,and wpou 
tbisRock 1 wil build my Church. Theſe words hitherto giueno 
ſuperiority to Peter abouc the reſt. Only they ſhewthat the 
Church is buikc or ſuper petrum ſed ſuper Petram,not vpon 
che perlon of Peter but vpon the Recke: Of which Saint 
Part fauh, Petra autermerat Chriſtus, the Rock was Chriſt, 
whom Saint Fete contcilced tobe the Scnne of the euetli- 
ving God. 

Tis confeſſion of Saint Peter is, that Chriſt is the Rock 
wherevpon+ the Church is builded , aliud fundamentune 
. emo , poteſt ponere niſi id quod poſitum eft Chriſtus 1e(us, 
OtherFoundation can no man lay,but that which is laid al- 
ready: namely,Chriſt Ieſus. | 

Where then ſhall wee find that Peter was made Prince 
ofche Apoſtles, to cule ouer all the reſt, as our Popes doe 
now? 

Burt what bath the Pope to doe with Peter? or what 
doth the Pope doe as Saint Peter did? Saint Peter did 
conuert ſoules, plant Churches, and preach the Word 
of God vnto all Nations, but in what Pulpit hath our 
Popes cuer {et foote ? where haue they preached the 
Goſpell or expounded the Vord. 

The fk Lefſon that Saint Peter teacheth vs, is to _ 
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God, the next is, to Honour the King. Qui hee eff 
voluntas Det , tor this is the will of God, Bur the Popes 
ſay, that they are Princes aboue Nations and Kingdomes : 
they can depoſe Kings, and pull downe Emperours, they 
haue authority ouer their ſubicCs, to diſcharge them from 
their Oathes, they haue the right andclayme vnto both 
ſwords, as well temporall as ſpirituall : And that all Kings 
and Princesoughtto depend at their beck, and to ſweare 
obedience, vato their holineſſe, as to their ſupreame heads 
and Soueraignes. vnder the paine and loſle of all their Do- 
minions. 

We reade that Boniface the eight becauſehe could not 
hane the treaſury of Fraxce, at his command,endeauoured 
by al! meanes poſſib'e ro remoue Phz/lip the French King 
from his eſtate, and vnder his Bulls aud Letrers Pattents, 
made adecde of gift of all the ſtate of France vnto Alber- 
1 then King of the Romans. 

As-rouching the Kings of this our Realme of England, 
as our duty and alleageance bindeth vs, we may iuſtly com- 
plaine that Pope Alexanderthe 3. by viole \ce and tyrran- 
ny forced King Henry theſecond to ſurrender vp his : 
Crowne Imperial into hisLegats hands,and afterward for 
a certaine ſpace to cotent himin-priuate eſtate, tothe great 
indignation and gricfe of his louing ſubiefts, Likewiſe that 
Iunocenzius the 3. ſtirred vp the Nobles and Commons of 
this Realme againſt King /9þ7, and gaue the inheritance & 
poſſeſſion of all his Dominions vato Ludeutcws the French 
King. Yi#6 Q1intus of latedayes gaue away his Kinedome 
to Philip the 2. King of Spaine. Shall any one rhinke that 
theſe be deeds of holines,and that he dothali this bytight 
and equity through veriue ofthis ſpiruuall priviled ge: 

urely 
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Surcly no, it is meere ſacriledge againſt God, and tyr- 
ranny ouerhis Princes and Vice-gerents, and not the part 
of any Miniſter of Chriſt or ſucceſſor ofthe Apoſiles. 

For firſt Chriſt hinifelfe ſaith, that hes Kingdome i not of 
this world. He himfelte likewiſe refuſed to be made a King. 
He himſelfc payd tribute vnto Ceſar, and commanded o- 
thers to co the lame, ſaying, giue wno Ceſar thoſe things 
that bee Ceſar. 

Now if Chriſt himſelte was ſubiect vnto Ceſar, and com- 
manded all othersto be fubic& and obedient vnto him, ir 
is a ſhaine for the Byſhop of Rome to exalt himſelfe aboue 
Ce/ar, and to animate others againſt him. Jmperinum in 
Principe & obedientia in ſubduoeſt de inre diutno, Rule in 
the Prince, and obedience inthe Subic&,areboth immedi-, 
atly from God ; and as cuery member of the body naturall 
mutt ſubicCt it ſc|fe vnto the rule and regiment of the head 
1t it meanc to live and thriue : So mult cuery ſubie& in 
the body politicke, be {ubic& and gouerned by the Prince 
which is the head of all,and aboue all. And therefore they 
are called in the P(almes Yoseſtis Dy , yee are as Gods,ſo 
thathe which contemneth them, contemneth God; they 
are called nourfing Fathers, that we ſhould alwayes loue 
and reuerencethem like vato our Fathers z they are alſo 
called Kings, Princes and Rulers of the Earth, which are 
Names and Tules of honour , ſothat thoſe whom God 
vouchſaferh thus ro Honour,we ought without all contra- 
diction, tolouc, honour, and obey, Therefore every ſoule 
that is ſubie&t tro God muſt bee ſubie& ro them, becauſe he 
that calleth them Kings calleth vs ſubieRs: this is their Pa- 
centthat God hath choſen them Kings, and ſet them vpon 
the Throne co rule his people,and hath commanded every 
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ſoule to be ſubic vnto their power. $7 ons avimn, ifeue- 
ry ſoule muſt be ſubie& vnto their power, then doubtleſle 
muſt both Popes and Byſhops bee ſubic& to their Prince: 
Qui vos tentat ab hac uniuerſalitace excipere coxatur decipere, 
He that goeth about to exempt you from this vniuerſall 
Law, gocth about co beguile you, For our Sauiouras hee 
commanded it, ſo did hee in his owne perſon performer. 
Exemplum dedit voby i ficnt ip(e fects & os age: Hee 
left you an example that as hee did, fo ſhould you alſo 
doe, 

So that it is athing moſt certaine that the Pope of xowe 
hath no authority ouer Kings either in Ecclefiaſticall or 
Temporall matters,but is therein an Vſurper, Intruder,and 


* a moſt odious Traytor, bothto God and Prince: for all 


the ancient Churches haue affirmed, andeuer acknowleq- 


= ged,theſupreameauhority of Princes, aboue all Prieftsand 


pcople wharfocuer. 
. Tertullian an ancient DoRor and Prieſt, in his Booke 


4d Scapulam, hath theſe words, Colimms Imperatorems ot ho- 
' miuemaDeo ſecundum & ſoli Deominorem : Wee honour 
* thePrinceasnextand imediatly vnto God,& inferior only 
Z vntoGod.And in his Apologeticks,he ſaith,that Principes 
© ſunt aDeo ſecundi poſt eam prin ame omnes & ſuper onnes: 


< 
! 


That Kings and Princes are the ſecond to God, next vato 
God,aboue all and ouer all. Optati ib, 3. Contra Parmenia- 


 awnlaith, that ſupra Ieperatorem non eſt niſi ſolu Dems qus 
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| ſcs,1oſua,Dawid and his poſterity to rule ouer 1/rael, It was 


fecit Imperatorers, It was the Lord which appointed £210- 


| the Lord which moued the peoples heart to feare honour 


1; andobey them, for as euery beame isfiom the Sunne, and 
9 eucry Branch is from the _—_ doth euery pong 
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ceedefrom God,ſo that tis Dezure dcaino,that Kings haue 
rule ouertheic ſubiecs, and therefore all ſubies by the 
Law of God and nature are bound ro honour and obey 
their Princes. 

Good Kings are Gods Images,and evill Princes are his 
Executioners: 4ſher, was his Rod; Nabuchadenezer, his 


© ſervant; and Cyr, was his anoynted : Andtherefore aibe- 


it God vicch them asa Father doth his rod, firſt cocorret 
his children bythem, and then breaketh and throweth 
them away, yet the children and beloued of the Lord muſt 
\vbmittizemſclues vnder his inſtrument of correion, 

The Rwubcnites, Gaddits, and balfe the Tribe of Manaſſes, 
ſaid to Salomon, wheſerner ſpall reſiſt thy will, or will not obey 
whatſecuer thou commandeft, let him bee put to death. So that 
in //rael whether their Kings were faithful or vagodly, the 
people cuer yeelded ciuill faith and obedicnce.Fqras Sainr 
Peter ſaith. this is the will of God, and whoſocuerreſiſteth 
this obedience, reſifteth the will of God, and fo heapeth 
ynto himſclte vengeance againſithe day of wrath ; and ſo 
colequently.this dofrrine of rebelling againſt Princes muſt 
neces be very damnable and odious,and worthy ta becon- 


remned of all thoſe that feare God. But itis nor my Pur» | 
pole or intent to ſet downe heere in particular all the erro. | 


nious parts of Doctrine at this preſent profeſied and ems 
braced inthe Church of Rowe; for there are many other 
points & pernicious grouncs by me obſerued, which in no 
point agreeth with the word of God, but I ſuppole thar 
theſe tew poſitions which I haue already tonched may bee 
ſufficient enough to make it manifeſt vato the world that I 
haue enterpriled nothing without good reaſon; & that my 
conſcience could neuer have ſuffered mee to hauc liued in 
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quierand reſt.if I had done any otherwiſe; all which thir os. ES 
duly and carefully ballanced in my mind, haue exceedingly 


ſtirred me vpto this my pious refolution. 

It is adifficule thingto refiſtGods voice,to fight againſt the 
truth; which diſcouereth her ſelfe ſo apparantly ; my con« 
ſcience fiill vrging me, I could Coe no lefle then retire my 
ſelfe back vnto the Lord, from whom I haue long erred & 
gone aſtray, ſaying as «47:/totle was wont to ſay, Socrates is 
my friend ,& ſo is Plats my friend, but thefriendſhip otthe 
eruth is far aboue al}.l can no longer beare witneſle againſt 
God, it is no longer ſecure,to call gocd euil], or evil] good, 
light darkenefle,or darkenefle light.l muſtnot be aſhzmed 
of the Goſpell of Iefus Chriſt , for it isthe mighty pow- 
erof God vnto ſalvation: It is now high time to ſer afide all 
blinde affeion,and to iudge vprightly. It is dangerous to 
ioyne with them that haue burnt GodsV\ ord;and {corme- 
fully called it aleaden rule,& aNoſe wade of waxehat call 
ignorance the mother of Deuotion, & dimb Images Lay 
mens Bookes, who forbid marriage , and lycence Concu- 
bines, who haue deviſed vnto themſelues a flrange Religi- 
on, contrary to the Scriptures, ancient Counſe]s,old doc- 
cors, and example of the Primative Church: whom ſo ma- 
ny Kingdomes, countries and infinite thouſands of godly 
people haue forſaken: From whomthe holy Ghoſt by cx- 


preſſe words hath commanded vs to depart : as it is writ- 


ten in the Apocalips, Come away from her O my people 
that ye be not partakers of her ſinnes, leſt ye be allo porta- 
kers of her plagues: for ſhe hath falſified the holy tathers 
with ſuch La i and expcſitions, not as may beſt cx- 
preſſe their meanings, bur as may beſt further their owne 
prerenſes, and purpoſes they wreſt them, they alter them, 
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they nurto them, and take from them : fometimes they. 


rake th: bare words agaiaſt the meaning, and ſometimes 


they frame a meaning againſt the words : they imagine 
counſe!s that were neuer held, Canons of counſels that ware 
neuer leenc.they bring forged Pamphlets vader the name 
of Athanaſius. Anacletus,and other godly Fathers by whom 
they were never made. Theſe are not errors in manners 
which may be in «ny good Church, bur they are errors in 
Faith and DoQrine, which cannot ſtand with the true 
Church. And therefore as Saint Ciprian faith , ler not lies 
deceiue vs any longer, itisnight vntill the day ſpring, 
bur when t he Day appeareth, and the Sunne of truth is vp, 
both the darkeneſle ofthe night, as alſo the thefts commic= 
ecdin datkeneſle will appeare and giue place. Now the 
Sunne of truth is vp, and the Clouds of ignorance are ſcat- 
tered, I will ſay with Saint Par, Let Vs caſt away darkeneſſe, 
81d put on the armonr of light : To maintaine a faulrknowne, 
15a double fault : Errour cannot ſtand but by errour, and 
the mouth that ſpeaketh vatruth killeth the ſoule, There- 
fore I may ſafely and ioyfully ſay , Beyum eſt mibi domine, 
quia humiliaſti me, wt diſtam inſliſicationes tuas, Itis good 
for me that I haue beenc in trouble, for thereby I hauelear- 
ned thy truth, 

O my Godlcade,me inthe truth, teach mee ro do thy 
will. Albzit I haueerred and ſirayedlike a loſt ſheepe, Ege 
ramen filius tuns;7 fillius ancille te, Yetl am as a child of 
thine inherirance,and borne and brought vp cfthy Hand- 
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in me thataſſurance of 4braham who beleeued in hope _- 


painſt hope: arme me with thy promiſes: deliuer metrom 
mine enemines : repleniſh me wich the Spirit of conſtan- 
cy,tothe end,and inthe end hat having gotten the victo- 
ry, may ſay with theApoſtle Paul,Bonum certam? certauk, fo 
de ſeruani,curſuconſummani,de reliqua repoſita eſt mihi core- 
#1 iuſticre quam redats mibiin ills die Tuſtus index. 2.Tim, 
4-7-8, I hanc fought a good fight, Thaue finiſhed my 
courſc,l haue kept the Faith, $. Henceforth there 
is laid vp for me a Crowne of Righteouſnes, 
which the Lord the righteous Iudge 
ſhall giue mee ar that 


